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The Native Indian Struggle

During the Gold Rush, Civil War and after the Civil War there were sustained efforts to take over the lands of the indigenous people. Native Americans were regularly driven away from their own lands because the settlers wanted to gain as many resources as possible in the new nation. Being a country that had gained independence only the previous century and had vast unknown territories, land and resources were forcefully taken by majority of the settlers. The Native Americans were treated as barriers to individual progress and wealth by the settlers. During this period, the settlers wanted to establish their own spheres of control in the new country. This was done in the name of civilization as the indigenous people were viewed to be uncouth and in need of civilization. This period was the peak of the manifest destiny attitude among the settlers. This mentality held that the United States of America were destined to have dominion over the entire North American continent. This manifest destiny also held that the United States was supposed to spread democracy across the continent. This idea led to the settlers forcing their version of democracy and dominion over the indigenous people they found there. When the Native Americans resisted these efforts, the settlers used violence and manipulation to expand their dominion over them. 
The California dream to indigenous people was to undo the colonization that the settlers had insisted on maintaining since their arrival on the continent. Spanish and European settlers had consistently dispossessed native lands, committed genocide and forced cultural assimilation among the indigenous people. From the article on what the California dream meant for indigenous people, we find that the populations of native and non-native groups experienced contrasting changes. The non-native population increased by four times in 1849 alone during the Gold Rush. On the other hand, the native population decreased by five times during the Gold Rush. This is an indication of the mass killings that the settlers initiated to gain control over indigenous resources. The article also highlights how frontier violence was sanctioned and funded by the state. This is important information for an understanding of how the state considered the indigenous population to be dispensable in the search for resources and wealth. There were various laws passed by California legislature to deny California Indians the power to protect themselves, their culture and their land. It was another indication of how the state actively took measures to discriminate against the indigenous people. 

The Sand Creek massacre was significant in that it united the previously divided tribes into a coalition where the common goal was to resist the advances of the white settlers against Plains Indians. The massacre at Sand Creek showed the tribes that the whites did not have the intention to protect Native American lives, culture and resources. The Sand Creek massacre extended the state of war even after the conclusion of the Civil War as the Plains Indians focused their efforts on resisting the expansion of the white settlers. 
Black Kettle was a Cheyenne chief who was renowned for his continuous attempts to make peace between the natives and non-natives. He would regularly initiate talks with white authorities in an effort to avoid conflict between the white settlers and the Indian tribes. The theme of violent land dispossession and cultural assimilation had continued throughout the 19th century and Black Kettle understood that the Native Indians were not well equipped to engage in violent resistance. He was a leader who was willing to sign treaties with the whites and resettle his people on reservation land elsewhere if it would bring peace. This was a different approach to the struggles faced by the Native Indians and it made him a highly respected leader. His leadership approach is relatable to this material because it sheds light on how a non-violent approach would have worked well for both sides. 
The Indians and Buffalo have fir a long time had a symbiotic relationship which had honor and blessings. This is the reason why the US military decided to kill the plains buffalo. They believed that as long as the buffalo moved around freely, the Indians would remain sovereign because buffalo were their sustenance. Bob Marley seems to link the buffalo to the African slaves who were taken from Africa and always fought for their survival. Marley compares the buffalo to the black African because of their energy and ability to fight for their rights. 
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